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STATE OF MICHIGAN
84TH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 1987
Introduced by Reps. Hoekman, Gagliardi, O'Neill, Dodak, Mathieu, Emmons, Krause, Randall, Bartnik,
Farhat, Hart, DeMars, Weeks, Knight and Ostling
Rep. Middaugh named co-sponsor

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4491
AN ACT to amend the title and sections 1 and 4 of Act No. 120 of the Public Acts of 1960, entitled as
amended "An act to establish an institution of higher education having authority to grant baccalaureate degrees
to be known as Grand Valley state colleges; to implement the state constitution by providing for the
appointment of the board of control, the organization of the board, and the vesting of assets in the board; and to
grant and confirm the powers of the board." being sections 390.841 and 390.844 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws: and to add section 6.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
Section 1. The title and sections 1 and 4 of Act No. 120 of the Public Acts of 1960, being sections 390.841 and
:390.844 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended and section 6 is added to read as follows:
TITLE
An act to establish an institution of higher education having authority to grant baccalaureate degrees to be
known as Grand Valley state university: to implement the state constitution by providing for the appointment of
t he board of control. the organization of the board , and the vesting of assets in the board: and to grant and
confi rm the powers of the board.
Sec. 1. (1) There is established a state institution of higher education having authority to grant baccalaureate
degrees to be known as Grand Valley state university and located in Allendale township, Ottawa county. The
institution shall be maintained by the state and its facilities shall be made equally available and upon the same
ba is to all qualified residents of this state. The institution shall be governed by a board of control which shall
be a body corporate.
(2) In addition to any other powers granted by law, the board has all of the following powers:
(a) General supervision of the university.
(b) Control and direction of all expenditures from the university's funds.
(c) The right to ue and be sued.
(d) Adoption of a seal and altering of a seal.
(102)

(3) As used in this act. "board" means the board of control of Grand Valley state university.
Sec. 4. The board shall not borrow money on its general faith and credit. nor create any liens upon its
property except as provided. The board may acquire land or acquire or erect buildings. or alter, equip, or
maintain them. to be used as residence halls. apartments, dining facilities, student centers, health centers,
parking structures. stadiums, athletic fields , gymnasiums. auditoriums, and other educational facilities. After
the legislature by concurrent resolution has approved the acquisition or construction of such facilities, the board
may borrow money issuing notes or bonds under such terms and provisions as it deems best to finance such
facilities, the necessary site or sites. and including, but not limited to, capitalized interest and a debt service
reserve in connection with the notes or bonds. with interest, solely out of income and revenues from any such
facilities or any other such facilities later acquired, special fees and charges required to be paid by the students
considered by the board to be benefited. funds to be received as gifts, grants, or otherwise from the state or
federal government or any agency of the state or federal government or any public or private donor, if. prior to
issuance of such notes or bonds. the state, federal government, or its agency. or other donor has contracted to
pay to the board or to the holder of such notes or bonds definite amounts of money as determined by formula or
otherwise, the proceeds of or delivery of any notes or bonds issued, or any combination thereof.
Sec. 6. (1) The state shall not bear any cost incurred in the transition of Grand Valley state college to Grand
Valley state university. Costs incurred by the name change shall be borne by the institution from nonstate
sources.
(2) A student shall not bear any cost incurred in the transition of Grand Valley state college to Grand Valley
state university by an increase in either tuition or other student fees. All costs associated with the transition of
Grand Valley state college to Grand Valley state university and the source from which funds required to
effectuate the transition were received shall be reported to the house and senate appropriations committees no
later than December 31, 1989.
Section 2. This amendatory act shall not take effect unless all of the following bills of the 84th Legislature
are enacted into law:
(a) House Bill No. 4490.
(b) House Bill No. 4492.
(c) House Bill No. 4493.
(d) House Bill No. 4494.
(e) House Bill No. 4495.
(f) House Bill No. 4496.
(g) House Bill No. 4497.
(h) House Bill No. 4498.
(i) House Bill No. 4499.
This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.
Approved ................................................................................. .

Governor.
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Wednesday, November 4, 1987

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR JAMES J. BLANCHARD
Lansing, Michigan
Governor Blanchard signs House Bill 4491, changing the
designation of Grand Valley State from college to
university.
The bill took immediate effect at 4:10pm.
Joining the Governor at the signing ceremony were (left to
right):
Greg Morris, Executive Assistant to the Governor
and Grand Valley graduate
Matthew McLogan, GVSU Vice President for University
Relations
Maxine Swanson, Chairman, GVSU Board of Control
Al Ten Eyk, President, GVSU Faculty Senate
Arend D. Lubbers, GVSU President
David Sharphorn, GVSU Director of State Relations
Rep. Alvin Hoekman,

CR-Ottawa County); sponsor, House
Bill 4491

Rep. Pat Gagliardi,

CD-Drummond Island), co-sponsor
House Bill 4491
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